Commonly asked Faith Formation Questions

When should | enroll my child in Faith Formation for the first time?

Answer: St. Luke does not offer Kindergarten Faith Formation due to space issues. Children
should begin Faith Formation in the first grade. First grade is the first required year for
preparation to celebrate First Communion.

When does a child celebrate First Communion?

Answer: Most children celebrate First Communion at the end of second grade. The Diocese
requires two successive years of preparation, which is typically first and second grade. For
children who have started later or are in older grades, options are available through the RCIC
(Rite of Christian Initiation).

Is Home School an option for Faith Formation?

Answer: St. Luke does offer a Home School option for certain grades. Home School is an option
for most grades, with the exception of grades 2 and 8, 9" Itis preferred that the child be on
campus for Sacrament preparation classes. Be aware that assessments are required for all
students who are home schooled.

Why does my child have to attend Faith Formation every year?
Answer: When your child was baptized, you promised to raise him/her in the Catholic Faith.

This obligation included your responsibility to see that your child is formed in the Faith
throughout their formative years. This formation only happens gradually as the child grows in
“wisdom, age and grace” and is given the opportunity to learn at the appropriate age level. Of
course the child’s faith formation begins at birth and continues through their life at home with
you. You, the parent, are the primary teacher of Faith to your children. The parish program is
intended to help your fulfill this obligations but does not replace your obligation. This, of
course, presumes that you also are growing in Faith according to your age. On-going faith
formation is a life-time obligation for all the baptized.

Why is Faith Formation no longer called CCD?

Answer: CCD (Confraternity of Christian Doctrine) emphasized the learning of facts about the
Faith such as those in the Baltimore Catechism. Today, the Church recognized that this type of
learning does not necessarily promote the formation of Faith of a child. Today’s Faith Formation
programs aim at the learning the facts in a context of building a relationship with God. This
relationship grows and deepens in the child as their understanding matures and they begin to
respond with love to God’s great love for them.
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Why does St. Luke not offer Faith Formation on Sunday?

Answer: Faith Formation does not replace a child’s participation in Mass, therefore Faith
Formation will not be offered during Masses thus removing the child from the “source and
summit” of their Catholic Faith. On a more practical level, Faith Formation on Sunday requires a
volunteer staff willing to offer their stewardship nearly every Sunday for 10 months, as well as
limiting family obligations for 10 months of the year. Also, at St. Luke space is at a premium, the
current Faith Formation hallway is used as a nursery for young babies and children, as well as for
Children’s Liturgy of the Word. On Sunday’s the Family Life Center is often used for
celebrations, New Parishioner Orientation and other events that would not be conducive for
regular Faith Formation classes.

At the present time, Faith Formation is offered on Sunday evenings for grades 9-12.

Why are Sunday classes two hours long and the weekly classes are one hour?
Answer: Two lesson are taught each week as the classes meet only twice per month.

Why do | have to pay for Faith Formation?

Answer: St. Luke weekly collection (tithing) is struggling to meet the operating budget of the
parish. The parish does not have a large financial support base to pay for the education of the
1000 children enrolled in Faith Formation. The fees currently charged still do not cover the total
program cost and are only a supplement to the weekly collection.

Why is Sacrament preparation a two-year process?
Answer: The Diocese requires a two-year preparation process for Communion and Confirmation.

How often does Faith Formation meet and how long are the classes?

Answer: With the exception of Sunday classes that meet for two hours, the remaining classes
meet for one hour, each week from September through May. Typically, there are 28 weeks of
class. Regular attendance is expected. Our schedule follows a calendar similar to a school year
calendar such that there are weeks off for major holidays and school breaks.

How will I know my child’s schedule?

Answer: In September, a yearly schedule is published and every family receives a paper copy.
The weekly schedule may be viewed online at www. Stlukechurch.net and is posted in the
church bulletin every week. Email reminders are sent to those families who provide their
address.



